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SOlO ExhibitiONS

2011  Art Futures, Hong Kong Art Basel, presented by Cole Contemporary

GrOup ExhibitiONS

2016  Precious, CTRL + SHFT, Oakland, CA
  Spring, New York Arbor Projects, Rockaways, NY
  Whispers, Ronchini Gallery, London, UK
2015  Nothing ever happened, Chapter 61, New York, NY 
2014  Detail, H Gallery, Bangkok & Transition gallery, London, UK 
2014  Signal over noise, Pictorem gallery, London, UK
2012  The yellow wallpaper, The Cob Gallery, London, UK 
2011  Werkhaus, The Rag Factory, London, UK
  Told, Cole Contemporary, London, UK 
2010  Underfoot, 97-99 Clerkenwell Road, London, UK 
2008  Par-a-dise, Dazed&Confused Gallery, London, UK 
  Between Shadows, Cordy House, London, UK 
2007  Strich Auf! Gallerie Pankow, Berlin, Germany

publicAtiONS

Time out, ‘Recommended’, Whispers at Ronchini Gallery, London, 11 Jan 2016

(b. 1984, United Kingdom: Lives and works in Brooklyn, NY)



TRT World, “Whispers,” online video interview, Dec 2016
Bracey, Andrew. “John Moores Painting Prize.” A-N Magazine 7 Nov 2012
Durrant, Nancy. “Liverpool Biennale: discovering a pool of talent.” T2, The Times, 18 Sep
 2012
‘John Moores 24’ exhibition catalogue published by National Museums Liverpool Sep
 2012
Interview for ‘Told’ published on www.dazeddigital.com Feb 2011
Gavin, Francesca. ‘Eve Ackroyd gets apocalyptic’ Artist Feature, Dazed & Confused
 Magazine, Issue 11-94, Feb 2011
‘Told’ exhibition catalogue for Cole, published by Ditto Press, Jan 2011

EducAtiON

Chelsea College of Art and Design, London, United Kingdom 

AwArdS

2012  Creekside open APT Gallery, Selected by Ceri Hand
  John Moores Painting prize
  Jerwood Painting Fellowship, Shortlisted
2010  John Moores Painting Prize, Shortlisted
2007  Brenda Landon Pye Portrait Prize, Shortlisted
2006  Celeste Painting Prize, Shortlisted
2005  Socrates Erasmus Scholarship, Weissensee School of Art, Berlin, Germany
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Told is a joint exhibition at the London gallery Cole Contemporary, featuring Eve Ackroyd, Melissa Jordan and 
Virginia Phongsathorn. Having studied together and worked together in the past they decided to come to-
gether to put on a small more focused group exhibition. Taking particular source material and creating a group 
of works around this material inspired jointly by Walter Benjamin’s ‘The Storyteller’ this collaborative exhibition 
shows three very different artists with a clear thread between the works. They have also produced a pamphlet 
featuring written and visual work alongside the exhibition. Dazed tried to find out what makes these rising stars 
tick. 

Dazed Digital: When did you have the idea for this collaborative show?

Melissa Jordan: We’ve been planning it for a long time, years even and we have worked together before.
Virginia Phongsathorn: I guess it was about a year ago that we started properly talking about doing a show 
together and put together a proposal which we sent around and Tom (Cole) said that he was interested 
and came to each of our studios. We then started talking about in what way we would manifest the show. 
Basically discussing whether we would all use the same source material, would it be something visual, would 
it be something written? What we decided in the end was that the exhibition would be loosely based 
around a text by Walter Benjamin called the storyteller. Which is a kind of discussion about what it is to be a 
storyteller in relation to being a writer of non-fiction or a writer of novels.
Eve Ackroyd: About the death of the storyteller really in modern times.
Melissa Jordan: He doesn’t talk about the visual arts in the text but it seemed something we could all con-
nect with so it was a good starting point. 

DD: And where did you go from there?

Virginia Phongsathorn: Then I think we all started to think about the way in which we use source material 
and how that differs between each of us and so, in a way, we all sometimes quite keen to work on a proj-
ect so it was very much taking source material which was from a particular place, chosen quite specifically.
Eve Ackroyd: I suppose (for me) there is always some action with the figures, or there will always be a com-
munal activity or biblical connotations. I mainly focused on news images for this show; I was interested in 
transforming these low-grade images into much quieter, calmer images, injecting a narrative within.

Told Trio at Cole
The artists Eve Ackroyd, Melissa Jordan and Virginia Phongsathorn have come together to produce Told, a body of work 
inspired by Walter Benjamin’s The Storyteller. 

by Amah-Rose McKnight-Abrams
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DD: Do you see yourselves as a collective?

Melissa Jordan: No, not at all. I think we probably will work together again and we have exhibited together 
before although we did discuss the work a lot.
Eve Ackroyd: I think it was a real pleasure to work as a three. We’ve worked in big groups before as with a 
large number of people as much as you might try to work along certain lines you do usually end up going in 
completely different directions and we really managed to keep hold of our original idea.

DD: All three of you used source material as a start point for your work for this exhibition, what did you choose 
and why?

Melissa Jordan: The pieces I have in the show are three sculptures and a light box. The image for the light 
box is just an image of Eddie Murphy’s arm in 48 Hours, in it he’s holding a gun and the bit I was really drawn 
to in the image, the bit I re-worked, is a dark hollow sleeve. What I really like to make is something really 
dense and there is no compromise in it so it almost feels whole, kind of like an object, so I rotated the sleeve 
so the repeated images inverted into each other.
Virginia Phongsathorn: I’ve made a project which is called Gremlin Series and it’s based on a piece of 
writing I made which is about mutability in animals, objects, things which can either change themselves or 
replicate themselves. So I was looking at stem cells, stealth technology in weapons development, Gremlins 
the movie and the idea of a gremlin in folkloric terms. I wanted in particular to focus on a piece of writing 
by George Didi-Huberman which focuses on the first time he saw a stick insect in a vivarium in which he is 
fascinated by the idea of this creature without a face which just endlessly consumes.
Eve Ackroyd: The way we’ve chosen to show my paintings is sort of grouped, I brought about 15 paintings 
in and we’ve edited that down to about eight, I tend to work about six or seven paintings at once, the 
source material of very staged photographs and cinematic pictures, with a lot of my portraits I kind of work 
from horror books or romanticised pictures of film lovers and things. I also work from lots of news images, that 
are often really similar and I kind of forget when looking at the paintings sometimes, which images are from 
a horror source or a news image. I think it’s about taking really low res images and making them beautiful 
again.

DD: What would be next for you?

Eve Ackroyd: Onto planning another show I think. Having a date to work towards.
Melissa Jordan: Short term I guess continuing to make work I’m really happy with and exhibiting it and ex-
panding other parts of my practise like my writing. 

Told, Cole Contemporary, 3-4a Little Portland Street, London W1W 7JB, 21 January - 12 March 2011
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Artist’s Statement

Violent images appear as something altogether different in my paintings. A dead man can be a man asleep; a 
solitary naked figure is both confident and strangely vulnerable. Horror mixes with the mundane and comical. I 
paint parts of bodies in isolation – headless torsos, hands reaching towards a face, bodies lying side by side. Using 
ideas from current news, I appropriate compositions from films- mostly horror and surrealist drama- to transport 
these political stories into a more dreamlike and playful scape. Other than planes of color and shadowy brush-
strokes, the surroundings remain undefined, negating any reality or related clues. The subjects exist in an emotion-
al rather than physical space, out of joint and adrift in unpunctuated time.

Bio/Resume

Eve Ackroyd is a brooklyn based artist, originally from the UK. In 2008, She received her BA from Chelsea College 
of Art and Design, London and was awarded the Erasmus scholarship to study painting at Weisensee School of 
Art, Berlin.
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